
POLICY ON AWARDS

Please read carefully and completely.

1. Every club is entitled to recognize members for outstanding work. There are three levels of award for outstanding work -- gold, silver, and bronze with gold being the highest.  Selections for these three levels of award are determined at the local club.  The 4-H Leaders Association sponsors these awards. 

a. To be eligible for gold, silver or bronze award the member must complete a story, outline, or photo essay for their MPE-A, MPE’s, and required PFR’s for all projects enrolled in. On the MPE-A, MPE and PFR it says that a member may stop if they do not want to be considered for county awards. Gold, silver, and bronze are county awards. Clubs will determine these awards based upon the point system (Record Book Evaluation and Rating Sheet) found in the Record Book Guide. There is no maximum number of these awards per club, instead they are awarded based upon the point scale.

b. Members are not eligible to receive a gold, silver or bronze recognition if they only complete the first pages of the MPE-A and MPE forms. To provide feedback to these members use the Record Book Scoring & Comments Form found in the Record Book Guide.

2. Each club may award Honor Awards to their best first year members in grades 3 to 13. This means that the member is beyond Cloverbuds or it is their first year after Cloverbuds or they joined 4-H as an older youth and it is their first year in 4-H. 
3. Cloverbuds are to complete a Cloverbud Record Book, which is evaluated at the club level. Please provide feedback to the child. Cloverbuds are not eligible for any county awards. If they have met all the necessary requirements they will receive a first year achievement disc.

4.
Leaders must submit a request form to the Extension Office after selecting award recipients.  General leaders will have the form.

5.
Bronze, Silver and Honor Awards will be awarded to recipients at their local 4-H club achievement programs.  They can be picked up at the Extension Office.  Golden Awards will be presented at the County 4-H Achievement Program in October.

6.
The County Awards Committee will select Kiwanis, project and career awards.  Career Awards include the following: agriculture, arts and communication, home and family, mechanical science, natural science, leadership, citizenship, community service, & 4-H growth achievement. Kiwanis, project and career award nominees must have the project nomination form and record book submitted to the Extension Office by 4:30 p.m. the first Tuesday after Labor Day. 
7. 
Please note that a record book is not required for leadership, citizenship, community service, or 4-H growth achievement, but there is a form to be completed by the member. Also two letters of recommendation are needed, (but not from their parent).  Community service requires one recommendation. Applications for these are on-line, as well as in your July Leader mailing. Fond du Lac County has many members who are meeting the requirements for these awards. For instance, the Growth Achievement is for youth who have been actively involved in their club and county activities (i.e. camp, fair, contests such as writing, drawing, music, drama, speaking or demonstration, Family Learning Day, basketball tournament, etc.).
The Leadership Award might apply to leadership within county youth groups, such as Teen Leaders, county project committees or activities. 

Community Service is given to youth in grades 5 to 8 and 9 to 13. We know clubs do a great deal of service projects because we read about it in your club minutes. Clubs may also apply for this recognition. The top small and large club will each be awarded $50 to support their community service project. 

8.
Members must be in a project at least two years to qualify for a project or career award. County project awards will be given up to 10% of members within a project. For instance, if there are 200 youth enrolled in Arts, 20 might be awarded the County Arts award. On record book judging day 2 or 3 people will need to read all the submissions in that particular project area because the books will need to be compared to each other. In order to make this manageable on record book review day we will need a list from each club of each project you are nominating members in. This will help the readers make sure each nomination is properly considered. An Excel form has been e-mailed to club leaders.
9. 
Youth will not be granted a Kiwanis Awards if they have received a county project award in the past or are receiving a county project award this year.
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